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Description/Mission

The Department of Architecture, in coherence with its history and in continuity with the distinct nature of the Pescara School, develops several research and teaching programmes focused on processes of integration between those disciplines related to the design of architecture, urban and territorial planning and to industrial design. In particular, Architectural and Urban Design, Drawing, History and Architectural renovation, Industrial Design and Architectural Technology represent the related disciplinary sectors that come together within the Department, which Faculty consists of 51 members.

The Department's role is that of promoting activities of research aimed at constructing scientific know-how within the various humanist and technical aspects of the discipline and curating their integration.

The teaching activity is based on a tradition of more than forty years of a Master's degree course in Architecture (5 years), where also it adds a II level degree in Sustainable Urban Planning (2 years).

The Department is organized into disciplinary “Sections”. One of them is the Design and Technology Section (DeTec section), referred to the sectors of Industrial Design and Architectural Technology

Peoples

10 are the faculty members of the DeTec section.

In particular, 7 of them belong to the sector of Industrial Design, that is the disciplinary sector most involved in Design for All researches.

Moreover, we have also 4 more research fellows, such as Ph.D students and lecturers, involved in teaching and research activities on DfA and on the wider field of Ergonomics and design for sustainability.

Areas of interest

The Design sector of the DeTec section is interested in theories, methods, techniques and tools related to design of artifacts, virtual and physical, with reference to their morphological characters and their relationships with both factors relating to the use, enjoyment and individual or social consumption, as with those specifications on their production.

In particular, in recent years, the Design sector of the DeTec section mostly studied the socio-economic, productive and environmental context of central adriatic area in which it operates, conducting researches, especially exploring the theme of "Design for the exploitation of environmental resources", with particular attention to the relationship between environmental resources, tourism and design.

In parallel, through its members, in addiction to the interest on Design for All, the Design sector of the DeTec section expresses a variety of scientific interests in some specific areas of design research, including:

· Yacht design, with emphasis on the relationship between innovation and tradition, materials and high performance technologies, and on the interior yacht design and new forms of habitability;
· Solar design, focused on research and development of new design concepts with low environmental impact, using renewable resources as a specific criterion of sustainability;
· Ergonomics for Sustainability, comparing with the upgrading of existing theoretical and procedural tools of traditional ergonomics, towards new solutions for sustainable well-being.
· New Materials, for a methodological-application contribution, useful to identify the most suitable materials to interpret the performances of products.
Moreover, the Technology sector of the DeTec section pursues scientific research objectives and high training in the field of human constructing, with project aimed to te improvement and the quality control of the constructed space. In particular it is interested in:

· Project for sustainable tourism facilities in sensitive environments;
· Project of sustainable settlements;
· Environmental design and microclimate control;
· Materials and regeneration of territories;
· Project of the existing: requalification and flexibility of use.
Organizations partners

The Design sector of the DeTec section acts in a scenario of activities both nationally and internationally. Multiple are the stakeholders such as institutions, companies, universities and research networks, with which the Department of Architecture on the whole and the DeTec section  in particular has signed agreements and has strengthened its relationship through researches, workshops, dissertations, collaboration and educational visits. They are also active some collaborations with external structures, useful for the implementation of design and research activities, the diffusion of their results, the development of publishing projects, the organization of conferences, study days and workshops on a national and international levels. Among the research networks and associations that the Design sector of the DeTec section belongs to, are:

· SDI_Sistema Design Italia
· LeNS_Learning Network on Sustainability
· IEA_International Ergonomics Association
· SIE_Società Italiana di Ergonomia
Most important Research projects

Research of National Interest:

DRM - Design Research Maps. Prospectives of italian's universitary research in Design

Period: 2007-2009

National Coordinator: Stefano Maffei
Research Units: Politecnico of Milan, University of Sassari, Politecnico of Turin, University of Brescia, University of Chieti-Pescara, University of Rome "La Sapienza", University of Genoa, University of Florence, University of Bolzano, 2° University of Naples, University of Naples "Federico II", University of Palermo, University of Camerino, University of Venice "IUAV"

Main target: explore the extent, the nature, the themes and the disciplinary guidelines of design research in Italian universities. The research was awarded in 2011 with the ADI Award - Compasso d’Oro.

Local Coordinator: Giuseppe Di Bucchianico
Contract

Global Producing: Products and fornitures for domestic environment and office

Period: 2007

Main target: design of ten new design concepts of furnishing complements made of aluminum for the domestic environment and office, starting from the identification of new scenarios and new ways to use "mature" product.

Local Coordinator: Antonio Marano

MIUR-PRIN (Italian Ministry of University and Research_research programmes of national interest):

Me.design. Strategies, tools and operations of Industrial Design to enhance and strengthen the resources of the Mediterranean between local and global

Period: 2002-2003

National Coordinator: Giuliano Simonelli
Research Units: University of Naples "Federico II", University of Chieti-Pescara, University of Genoa, University of Reggio Calabria, 2° University of Naples, Politecnico of Milan

Main target: The main objective of this research was to identify and investigate the strategic action of design for the enhancement of the territory, in this case mostly of the Italian territory and of those contexts that have an ideal relationship with the Mediterranean area from of historical, cultural, system resources and productive land.

Title of Local Research: Me.design: design strategies to enhance touristic and environmental resources of the Mediterranean protected areas

Local Coordinator: Andrea Vallicelli

MIUR-PRIN (Italian Ministry of University and Research_research programmes of national interest):

The design for industrial districts. Systems expertise and new connection networks for the competitiveness of Italian local production systems

Period: 2001-2002

National Coordinator: Alberto Sessaro
Research Units: University of Chieti-Pescara, Politecnico of Milan, University of Firenze, University of Rome "La Sapienza", Politecnico of Turin

Main target: The study investigated the most interesting cases of product-system innovation in small and medium enterprises of the Italian industrial districts: it was defined a framework of best innovative practices related to the discipline of industrial design, which were then analyzed through a process of action research.

Title of Local Research: The Industrial Design to the production systems of the central Adriatic area

Local Coordinator: Andrea Vallicelli

Degree theses/Ph.D/ Grant researches on DfA

· Degree Thesis
Year: 
2011

Graduand: 
Stefano Picciani
Title: 
The hospital signage for All. Enabling communicative system of artifacts for the interiors of the Hospital Clinic of Chieti.
Supervisor(s):
Giuseppe Di Bucchianico, Stefania Camplone
keywords:
wayfinding, wayshowing, signage, hospital, DfA, interiors

· Degree Thesis
Year: 
2011

Graduand: 
Valeria Vallese

Title: 
Orientation in the Campus. Design of a wayshowing for all system for the "Citadel of Science" at the Campus of the University of Chieti.
Supervisor(s):
Giuseppe Di Bucchianico, Stefania Camplone
keywords:
wayfinding, wayshowing, signage, university, DfA, open air

· Degree Thesis
Year: 
2010

Graduand: 
Marco Gregori

Title: 
The home kitchen for All. Enabling solution to facilitate the movement of equipments and foods.
Supervisor(s):
Giuseppe Di Bucchianico, Antonio Marano
keywords:
kitchen design, DfA, handling, user inclusion, limit target

· Degree Thesis
Year: 
2010

Graduand: 
Emilio Rossi
Title: 
10 meters daysailer for All. Sustainable technological solutions for easier navigation.
Supervisor(s):
Giuseppe Di Bucchianico, Massimo Di Nicolantonio
keywords:
yacht design, DfA, accessibility, user inclusion, limit target

· Grant Research
Year: 
2009

Researcher: 
Stefano Picciani
Title: 
Tourism for All. Analysis of the contribution of the DfA approach in the design of products and services for tourism.
Tutor:
Giuseppe Di Bucchianico
keywords:
tourism, DfA, accessibility, user inclusion, tourist service

Most important publications of organization members
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Di Bucchianico, Giuseppe (2011). DFA_FF (Design for All Fast Forward): From a Design "Approach" to Design "Toolkits", in: Zenija Roja, Henrijs Kalkis e Valdis Kalkis, Contemporary Ergonomics and Business 2011. Proceedings of the 1st International Scientific-Practical Conference of the Latvian Ergonomics Society, 7 ottobre 2011, Riga (Lettonia). Riga: UL Press, pp. 14-20. ISBN: 9789984454061
Di Bucchianico, Giuseppe, Stefania Camplone, Stefano Picciani e Valeria Vallese (2011). Signage “For All”: Analysis Toolkit for the Communication System of Public Spaces, in: Janne Mankila, Juha Lindfors e Seppo Väyrynen, Wellbeing and Innovations Through Ergonomics. Proceedings of NES 2011, 18-21 settembre 2011, Oulu (Finland). Oulu: NES press, pp. 342-346. ISBN: 9789514295416.
Di Bucchianico, Giuseppe e Andrea Vallicelli (2011). User-Centered Approach for sailing Yacht Design. in: Human Factors and Ergonomics in Consumer Product Design. Uses and Applications. Boca Raton (FL): CRC Press-Taylor & Francis Group, pp.445-463. ISBN: 9781420046243.

Camplone, Stefania e Giuseppe Di Bucchianico (2010). Global homologation versus inter-disciplinary approach: teaching ergonomics at a design faculty. In: TIES - Theoretical Issues in Ergonomics Science, Taylor&Francis, 1-10, ISSN: 1464-536X, DOI: 10.1080/1463922X.2010.504285

Di Bucchianico, Giuseppe (2010). The Ability/Difficulty Table: A Tool to Identify the "Limit Target" in the Design for All Approach. In: T. Marek, W. Karwowski, V. Rice. Advances in Understanding Human Performance. Neuroergonomics, Human Factors Design, and Special Populations. Boca Raton (FL, USA): CRC Press (Taylor & Francis Group). ISBN: 9781439835012

Marano, Antonio, Giuseppe Di Bucchianico (2010). Arguments of "Ergonomics and design for sustainability", in: Neue Arbeits - und Lebenswelten gestalten, 56° Kongress der Gesellschaft für Arbeitswissenschaft, Darmstadt 24-26 Marzo 2010. Dortmund: GFA-Press. ISBN: 9783936804089
Vallicelli, Andrea (2010). Yacht Design. In: Tullio Gregory (ed.), XXI Secolo. 4° Vol.: Gli Spazi e le Arti.  Roma: Enciclopedia Italiana Treccani. ISBN: 9788812000388
Camplone, Stefania (2008). Plastic composite materials: a classification for designers' utility. In : PPS-24: book of abstracts, Proceedings of the 24th Annual Meeting of the Polymer Processing Society, Salerno, 15-19 giugno 2008. Salerno: edizioni Dipartimento di Ingegneria chimica e alimentare dell'Università degli Studi di Salerno. ISBN: 8878970255.

