[image: image1.jpg]



EIDD – DESIGN FOR ALL EUROPE

ENHANCING THE QUALITY OF LIFE THROUGH DESIGN FOR ALL

7th General Assembly

Cité du Design, Saint-Etienne, 17 March 2017
Minutes
1.  Opening and welcome of participants, apologies for absence
The President, Ewa Golebiowska, declared the 7th General Assembly open at 10.00 on 17 March, welcomed the participants and thanked Josyane Franc for the organisation. 
Apologies for absence and proxies, when specified, were noted and are listed below.
Present
	Ewa Golebiowska
	EIDD President, Cieszyn Castle 
	Poland

	Terhi Tamminen
	EIDD Vice President, Avaava
	Finland

	Markus Haas
	EIDD Vice-President Finances, Freiraum
	Austria

	Pepetto di Bucchianico
	EIDD Vice-President Administration, DdA, Univ. of Chieti-Pescara
	Italy

	Onny Eikhaug
	EIDD Special Projects, Design and Architecture Norway
	Norway

	Josyane Franc
	EIDD Special Projects, Cité du Design
	France

	Pete Kercher
	EIDD Ambassador, Design for All Italia
	Italy

	Jasmien Herssens
	Belgian DfA Network
	Belgium

	Ilona Gurjanova
	Estonian Designers Association
	Estonia

	Laura Ladenpera
	Avaava
	Finland

	Florence Mathieu
	D.School Paris
	France

	Philipp Schramm
	EDAD – DfA Deutschland
	Germany

	Onny Eikhaug 
	Design and Architecture Norway
	Norway

	Ewa Janczukowicz-Cichosz
	Design Centre Gdynia
	Poland

	Paulina Kisiel
	Design Centre Gdynia
	Poland

	Nuno Sa Leal
	Association of Portuguese Designers
	Portugal

	Danica Koncekova
	CEDA, Technical University of Bratislava
	Slovakia

	Zuzana Ceresnova
	CEDA, Technical University of Bratislava
	Slovakia

	Javier Blazquez Abril
	ONCE Foundation 
	Spain

	Finn Petrén
	DfA Sverige
	Sweden

	Lena Lorentzen
	University of Mid-Sweden
	Sweden

	Rama Gheerawo
	Helen Hamlyn Centre, Royal College of Art
	UK

	Farnaz Nickpour
	Brunel University
	UK


In attendance

	Ivelina Gadzheva
	Design for All Bulgaria Foundation
	Bulgaria


Apologies for absence

	Name
	Organisation
	Country
	Proxy

	Jesus Hernandez Galan
	EIDD Special Projects, ONCE Foundation 
	Spain
	Javier Blazquez

	Severin Filek
	Design Austria, Design for All Austria
	Austria
	Ilona Gurjanova

	Silvia Pericu
	DSA, University of Genoa
	Italy
	Pepetto Di Bucchianico

	Carla Giusti
	Città della Scienza Naples
	Italy
	Pete Kercher


2.    Agenda
The agenda was approved as proposed (Appendix 1).
3.    Presentation of Members’ Activities

Members had been asked to prepare to present one or two major activities. It was agreed that these activities should not be described in the minutes of the General Assembly, but that members should make more extensive use of the facilities available in the members’ spaces on the website to showcase all their activities throughout the year. All members present made a brief presentation.
The meeting adjourned for lunch at 13.30 and reconvened at 15.00 for the business part of the agenda.

4.    Minutes of the 6th General Assembly, Porto, 27-28 June 2016
The President introduced the Minutes of the previous General Assembly, held in Porto on 27-28 June 2016, and asked if there were any matters arising. 
Finn Petrén raised the point that his name had been proposed for honorary membership, but he objected that the minutes recorded two abstentions, while he did not remember any abstentions at the time. He explained that, had he known this, he would have preferred to withdraw. He now stated that, if these abstentions were confirmed, he would still prefer to withdraw from honorary membership. 
The President explained that the proposal had been approved and could not be amended now retrospectively. She confirmed that the abstentions had been clear, as the vote had been by a show of hands and the abstentions had been announced.  

Finn Petrén then asked to be removed from the list of honorary members.

The President repeated that this could not be done. She then also added that Finn Petrén’s case was not unique, as abstentions were also registered in the election of Guida Faria as an honorary member. 

There being no other matters arising, approval of the minutes was then proposed by Markus Haas, seconded by Rama Gheerawo and agreed unanimously.

5.    Executive Board’s Report
The President, Ewa Golebiowska, presented the Board Report (attached as Appendix 2), which begins with January 2016, in order to provide a picture of continuity over the period.

Pepetto Di Bucchianico presented the sub-report about the Academic Network (ACANET, attached as Appendix 3), including a report on the First International Conference on Design for Inclusion, organised by Pepetto Di Bucchianico in the framework of the AHFE Conference, which took place in Orlando, Florida, at the end of July 2016, and the announcement of the Second International Conference, scheduled to take place in Los Angeles in July 2017. Jasmien Herssens added a short note that her first application for funding for the ACANET had not been successful, but that she had been invited to submit a second application in the course of 2017.
5.1 EDF Report

Jasmien Herssens then presented her report on her work as liaison with the EDF (attached as Appendix 4). Finn Petrén congratulated Jasmien on her reporting and on how she fights the EIDD case in EDF.

5.2 EIDD Travelling Exhibition Report

Terhi Tamminen presented the report on the EIDD Travelling Exhibition. This is in virtual format and will be ready for members to be downloaded. It can then be used in two ways: in on-screen applications, maintaining its virtual format, or printed by the EIDD member for local usage. Pete Kercher asked Terhi to consider altering the wording on the slide matrix, which currently reads “problem setting”, to read “setting the challenge”.

Discussion ensued about the reports.

After discussion, Nuno Sa Leal moved and Onny Eikhaug seconded the motion to adopt the Executive Report. The Board Report was then accepted unanimously into the minutes by the assembled members (the President, Ewa Golebiowska abstaining).
6.    Financial Report
The Financial Report for 2016 was presented by the Vice-President Finances, Markus Haas (attached as Appendix 5). Discussion ensued.

The approval of the 2016 Financial Report was moved by Ewa Janczukowicz-Cichosz and seconded by Nuno Sa Leal, then approved unanimously by the GA (Markus Haas abstaining).
6.1  Appointment of the Auditors 

The GA did not proceed to the appointment of the auditor for the future, pending the move of the bank accounts, so also change the auditor, from the Vice-President Finances.

6.2  Budget for 2017 and Draft Budget for 2018
These budgets were presented by Markus Haas. Their approval was moved Ewa Janczukowicz-Cichosz and seconded by Nuno Sa Leal, then approved unanimously (Markus Haas abstaining) (Appendix 6).
7.    Matters for Decision 
7.1  New establishment of EIDD in Austria 
Pete Kercher introduced the issue, which followed on the motion passed at point 9 of the Minutes of the 2016 General Assembly: “In view of the fact that EIDD no longer has a functioning member in Ireland, where its official headquarters has always been located, the Executive Board requested, and was granted, an open mandate to explore the best solution for moving the headquarters to another country, report back to members by the end of 2016 and establish the new solution in time for the next General Assembly in spring 2017.”

The Executive Board had fulfilled this mandate and was in the process of establishing EIDD on a legal basis in Austria, which had been found to offer the cheapest and most efficient set of legal, fiscal and economic circumstances to suit the EIDD’s needs in the short and medium term in a country within the Euro area. EIDD will have a new legal constitution, in German, in accordance with Austrian law, which has been prepared by Pete Kercher and Markus Haas, who have succeeded in incorporating all the important issues in the current constitution. In practice, this means that nothing will change with regard to the formalities and everyday administration of EIDD. 

Like the EIDD’s existing constitution, the new German-language constitution is minimalist, but makes no reference to the Bylaws, for which there is no provision in the Austrian Civil Code. Pete Kercher therefore proposed to maintain the Bylaws as an informal internal document covering those aspects of administration that are not the subject of legal stipulations in the Austrian Civil Code. This would mean that the internal Bylaws can continue to be amended as the need arises, without the need for them to be submitted to a notary every time. 

Markus Haas added that EIDD will keep its old bank account in Ireland operative until such time as all sums have been settled, both in entry and in exit. 

On the basis of this report, a motion to approve the move to Austria and the ancillary issues also included in the report and listed here was proposed by Onny Eikhaug, seconded by Danica Koncikova and passed unanimously.

7.2 Confirmation of new members

On application for membership of EIDD to the General Assembly had been received from the Design for All Bulgaria Foundation. Ivelina Gadzheva took the floor to introduce her organisation and its activities, explaining how she had come to work in this field and to learn about EIDD after studying at the University of Mid Sweden and had contacts with Pete Kercher in view of Plovdiv European Capital of Culture 2019. 

On a motion proposed by Pete Kercher and seconded by Lena Lorentzen, the Design for All Bulgaria Foundation was admitted as a member of EIDD with a unanimous vote.
7.3 Strategic plan

Terhi Tamminen presented an ad hoc report on progress withy the strategic plan (Appendix 7).
8.    Election of the new Executive Board
The President Ewa Golebiowska introduced the topic with a speech explaining her decision to retire as President and also from the Executive Board. She had personal reasons for this decision (among them the time materially necessary to hold the position) and she also felt that the job she had set herself to do had been completed: EIDD has reformed itself and its membership (four years ago, we had quite a lot of “dead” or inactive members), is in good condition, is attracting active new members, is set to move its headquarters to a new location and its finances are in order.
She then stated it as her opinion that EIDD needs a more professional management and a business plan and wants to attract more active members again. She reported that she had sounded out many members and proposed Onny Eikhaug as the right person to do the job.
She then invited Peter Kercher to manage the election of the new President.
Before moving on to the election, Pete Kercher proposed that Ewa Golebiowska be made an Honorary Member of EIDD – Design for All Europe. When he asked for a seconder for his motion, all hands went up. Ewa Golebiowska was elected an Honorary Member by acclaim.
Moving on to the election of the new President, Pete Kercher repeated that Ewa Golebiowska had nominated Onny Eikhaug for the position and then asked if there were any other nominations. There were none. Onny Eikhaug accepted the nomination and was elected unanimously to serve as the eighth President of EIDD – Design for All Europe.
The new President, Onny Eikhaug, made a speech of acceptance, thanking all the members for their trust in her and stating that now was the time to translate our goals into operations in the shorter and longer time frames and building on the diversity of expertise in the network: “We have a direction. Now let’s do it! There are no barriers!”

The new President had drawn on the experience of the previous Executive Board in drawing up her proposal for the new Board, which she then presented.

Senior Vice-President: Terhi Tamminen (no change)

Administrative Vice-President: Pepetto Di Bucchianico (no change)

Financial Vice-President: Markus Haas (no change)

Special Projects Officers: Josyane Franc (no change), Jesus Hernandez Galan* (no change) and Jasmien Herssens (new EB member)
* Jesus Hernandez Galan is represented operatively in every respect by Javier Blazquez.
The General Assembly elected the Executive Board as proposed by the President.
In addition, the President proposed two non-Executive officers:

- Nuno Sa Leal, as Special Task Officer

- Pete Kercher, confirmed as EIDD-Design for All Europe Ambassador
The General Assembly also confirmed these positions as proposed by the President.

10.   Any other business

Pete Kercher proposed the establishment of a second network between members, on the model of the successful Academic Network, this time to focus on the common ground and shared interests of those members that are Centres of Innovation and Design. As a shortlist, he suggested the following members:

- Cité du Design de Saint-Etienne, France

- Città della Scienza, Naples, Italy

- Design and Architecture Norway, Oslo, Norway
- Design Centre Gdynia, Poland

- Zamek Cieszyn, Poland (also home to the Michal Ozmin Archive and Study Centre) 

There was no other business.

11.   Date and venue for the General Assembly 2018 and EIDD Design for All Europe 25th Anniversary 
Several possibilities were suggested as the venue for the next General Assembly, combining with events and activities taking place in London, Gdynia, Bratislava and Oslo.

The General Assembly agreed to mandate the Executive Board to decide on the best option and to communicate the exact date and place in good time.
12.   Meeting closed

The President Onny Eikhaug thanked participants for a very well-attended and successful General Assembly. She also thanked Josyane Franc and her team at the Cité du Design for their excellent logistical arrangements and warm hospitality. She then closed the 2017 General Assembly at 18.00.
