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Description/ Mission

The main role of the Centre of Design for All (CEDA FA STU), the Faculty of Architecture, Slovak University of Technology, is to demonstrate how inclusive design can be incorporated seamlessly into a variety of public spaces and buildings, enabling them to be accessible and usable to all citizens. The principles of Universal Design / Design for All are a tool for achieving a thriving society based on human diversity, social inclusion and equality.
Activities of CEDA FA STU are dedicated to research, education and dissemination of ideas of Universal Design / Design for All principles, enabling disabled people to integrate in a society that takes to account human diversity.  
The Centre takes a role of the coordinator and the expert to:
- ensure the development of appropriate Design for All / Universal Design courses in cooperation with academic, professional and relevant state bodies; 
- promote the introduction and integration of the principles of Universal Design in university curricula at each level of study (bachelor, master and postgraduate level);
- address research tasks related to improving user’s quality of built environment;

- participate in relevant standardization work with national, European and international standard bodies;

- Expert activities – access audits of built environment, expertises of the project documentation, peer review of professional contributions...
Peoples
There are 5 permanent members of CEDA FA STU and currently the 3 PhD. students are involved in the all activities of the centre.
Areas of Interest
The main target is to develop knowledge of non-discriminating architecture, urbanism and landscape.  Design for all is a comprehensive design programme of public building and urban public areas. The built – environment has to accept vast variety of human beings and their needs and expectations from architecture, urbanism and landscape. It has to offer solutions for fulfilling the human rights concerning residence, education, work, recreation... CEDA collaborates with professionals from different social areas, namely sociologists, health care specialists, and of course with disabled people organizations and associations. We devote our professional effort to adjusting the built environment for inclusiveness and accessibility.  We are interested in current issues: 
· People friendly cities, 
· Education for All, Tourism for All, Transport for All, Culture for all, Sport for All…

· Architectural support of transition from Institutional to community based care. 

· Provides affordable accessible housing

· Ensures accessible affordable reliable safe transportation

Organizations partners
CEDA FA STU is a member of European Institute for Design and Disability “EIDD – Design for All Europe” and International Commission on Technology and Accessibility – ICTA Europe. CEDA collaborates with many institutions, national, regional and local governments and professionals, businesses and social actors to take all appropriate measures to implement Universal design / Design for All in their policies and actions.

Cooperation with universities, academic and professional bodies; 
- Cracow University of Technology, Faculty of Architecture, Poland

- KU Leuven, Faculty of Architecture, Belgium
- ARVHA - Association for Research on the City and Habitat

- SDC – Slovak Design Centre

- SKA – Slovak Architecture Chamber
Cooperation with Slovak government departments and regional governments: 

- Ministry of Transport, Construction and Regional Development of the Slovak Republic in field “Tourism for All” and preparation of relevant legislative regulations;

- Ministry of Labor, Social Affairs and Family of the Slovak Republic in field built-environment support of the National Project “Transition from Institutional to Community-based Social Care“.

- Ministry of Culture of the Slovak Republic in field “Culture for All”, 

- Slovak Regions and Municipalities,

Most Important research projects
„Universal Design of Built-Environment Focused on Inclusion of People with Disabilities in Education and Work Process.“ Project number: 1/0996/11 Ministry of Education SR, duration of the Project: 2011 - 2014

Main target:

Universal Design / Design for All is a new approach to the designing of built-environment and due to its principles it has an ambitions to create non-discriminating architecture. In this way designed built-environment has a chance to offer to the all users including people with physical, sensory or mental disabilities feel up the human rights concerning education and work. The right to education, to engage in work can only be accessed if people with disabilities are able to enter, leave and use the place where those activities take place (schools, work environment).

The inclusion the people with disabilities into everyday life is an empty proclamation if they have not a chance to gain education and work. Architectural research has a duty to look for and to achieve a professional answer in what way there is a possibility to originate the barrier-free environment. Up to now there does not exist special typology and operational principles how to create the environment for education and work.

“Universal Accessibility of the Slovak University of Technology in Bratislava”. Project number: 2013-14421/39314:1-071 Ministry of Education SR, duration of the Project: 2013-2014. 

Main target: 

The project priority is originating of the methodology non-discriminating architecture in such an important sphere of human being life as an education is. The project will be resulting in access audits of all faculties of Slovak university of Technology in Bratislava. 
„Audit Program – Universal Accessibility of the Built Environment.“ Project number: 1/0707/08 /Ministry of Education SR, duration of the Project: 2008 - 2010

Main target:

The existence of the barrier-free environment is one of the conditions for social inclusion and employment of disabled persons. Because the influence of valid legislative regulations related to this field seems to be insufficient, it is necessary to find other more effective methods. One of them is the certification of buildings from the viewpoint of requirements in four groups of disability – physical, visual, hearing and mental. Plan of presented project of audit program is to define the basic requirements for buildings for housing, education, services, transport and leisure time in such a way, they would be accessible not only for all visitors and users, but they also would offer possibility to employ disabled people. Buildings, which will meet defined requirements of audit, will obtain certification and will be marked with international symbol of accessibility to be compatible with European Union requests.

“Design for All – Universal Design.“. Lifelong learning programme - IP ERASMUS: Project Number: 7203-0391/IP/BRATISL01 / European Commission,
duration of the project: 2007 – 2009, coordinator of the project: CEDA FA STU
The specific topic for IP 2007/2008:”Tourism for All”

The specific topic for IP 2009/2010:”Culture for All”

The following IP projects will deal with these themes to show the problem of Design for All in complexity and depth of it. The IP project will deal with the specific aspects of architectural and urban design in term of all aspects of human life.

Participating Institutions:

Vienna University of Technology, Faculty of Architecture and Planning, Austria

University College Limburg, Department of Architecture,  Belgium

Dresden Technical University, Faculty of Architecture, , Germany

Technical University in Brno, Faculty of Architecture, Czech Republic
Czech Technical University in Prague, Faculty of Architecture, Czech Republic
Gdansk University of Technology , Faculty of Architecture, Poland

“Design for All - new method of seamless design in architecture, urbanism and product design supporting the integration of discriminated groups of people into the life of society”. Project Number: Tal/SR/STU07 / Ministry of Education SR,
duration of the project: 2007 – 2009, partner: EIDD – Design for All Europe

Main target:

Built – environment has to accept vast variety of human beings and their needs and expectations from architecture, urbanism and product design. It has to offer provisions for the human rights concerning to living, education, work, recreation... Design of barrier-free built environment – Environment for All – can not implant in it such a physical and other kind of barriers which can cause discrimination of any group of society (including the group of disabled people, seniors, children, pregnant women...). Research carried out with European Institute for Design and Disability – Design for All Europe (EIDD) will channel all of intended activities in the respect of DfA to be fully compatible with goals of European Union. There is a chance for Slovakia to participate at research of this new approach to the architectural, urban and product design.

„Architecture and Urban Planning: Design for All from school to practice.“  

Project number: VS/2004/0554 / European Commission, duration of the project: 2005 – 2006. Coordinateur of the Project: ARVHA (Association pour la Recherche sur la Ville et l´Habitat), France. Partners of the Project: CMC Habitat & Dévelopment (France),  ARIMC-CA (France), OMADA 80 (Greece), D&P ARCHITEKTI (Slovakia), INTEGRACJA (Poland), ATELIER 3 CHWALIBÓG (Poland), FREE ART RECORDS (Czech) 
Main target:

to include DfA education into the curricula of higher education institutions

· pervasive approach (infusion of DfA education throughout the curriculum, integration of DfA contents into existing courses, studios, seminars etc.) 

· specialist approach (creation of standalone, separate DfA courses),

· combinations of these approaches

to create proposals of teaching schemes (pilots) for education on DfA

· to survey of the present state of DfA education in the world 

· methodology of teaching DfA

· multidisciplinary aspect of teaching DfA
to give recommendations for content of courses 

· to define sets of knowledge and topics covered in DfA – to categorise materials being taught – to create taxonomy  
· to help lecturers (teachers) to plan the courses (thematic content depends on target group of learners), to enrich existing courses with categories of knowledge and topics have not been taught yet.
Degree theses (PhD.) 

Year: 2011

Graduant: Eva Rusňáková

Title: Universal Design applied in the Process of Transition from Institutional to Community-based Social Care.
Supervisor: Mária Samová
Keywords: universal design, architecture, urbanism, social care
Year: 2011

Graduant: Gellert Ostrozánsky
Title: Overcoming Marginalization in Education – School for All
Supervisor: Lea Rollová
Keywords: universal design, school facilities, architecture, urbanism
Year: 2013

Graduant: Martin Hudec

Title: Multifunctional Facilities – Sport for All
Supervisor: Lea Rollová
Keywords: universal Design, sports facilities, architecture, urbanism
Defended degree thesis:

Year: 2006

Graduant: Pavol Korček

Title: Barrier-free Design of Selected Types of Transport Buildings
Supervisor: Mária Samová

Keywords: universal design, transport buildings, architecture, urbanism, 

Year: 2003

Graduant: Lea Rollová

Title: Barrier-free Design of Swimming-pool Facilities 
Supervisor: Mária Samová

Keywords: universal design, swimming-pool, architecture, urbanism

Year: 2001

Graduant: Zuzana Čerešňová

Title: Universal Design of Culture Buildings

Supervisor: Mária Samová

Keywords: universal design, culture buildings, architecture, urbanism
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ROLLOVA, L.: Tourism for All. Guidelines for planning accessible lodging facilities and services. Research study for Ministry of Economy. Bratislava: CEDA FA STU, 2009, ISBN 978-80-970177-3-1 (Slovak language) 

SAMOVA, M. (editor): Tourism for All. Bratislava: CEDA FA STU, 2008, ISBN ISBN 978-80-969981-6-6 (English Language)
CERESNOVA, Z. (editor): Culture for All. Bratislava: CEDA FA STU, 2009, ISBN 978-80-970177-0-5 (English Language)

CERESNOVA, Z. (editor): Schindler Award – Access for All. Bratislava: CEDA FA STU, 2011, ISBN 978-80-970177-5-0 (Slovak language)
CERESNOVA, Z. - KORCEK, P.: Cultural Heritage Preservation in terms of Universal Design. In: Proceedings of International Conference on Cultural Heritage Preservation. Bratislava, SR, 21.6.2012, - Bratislava: STU, 2012. - ISBN 978-80-227-3811-8. - p. 71-76 (Slovak language) 
